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r rihe Hirst Amendment does 
‘ permit a reporter to make 
se statements about a per- 
son during the preparation of 
*« story on that individual, the 
> Court of Appeals here 
is ruled. 

r 4*l>e court made that finding 
4% upholding a $1,501 slander 
^Nrerdidt against free-lance in- 
vestigative reporter Theodor 
>chucbat, who specializes in 
des about health, educa- 
1 and welfare. 

Vhile researching a story 
out the Colonial Penn Insur- 
ance Company and its founder 
Leonard Davis, Schuchat re- 
portedly told a business asso- 
ciate of Davis that the insur- 
nce man . had been convicted 
a the past of a felony in New 

.has never been con- 
'Icted of a felony. He was in- 
ucted on a charge of perjury 
.uring a massive grand jury 
nvestigation of alleged fraud 
" , a Previous company with 
lich he was connected, but 
s acquitted on that charge, 
rive lower court had found 
hat the reporter’s remarks 
g* slanderous and were 
de maliciously “persuant to 
is) admitted technique of 
'owing a lot of things out in 
Interview just to get a 
response.’ ” ' 



